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Illustration 1: the 1871 Tichborne Claimant medal, obverse. © The Philip M. Treves collection, Sidmouth,
Devon UK, with permission.

Introduction
The publication in this journal some twenty-five years ago of Peter Lane’s article The
Tichborne Claimant Medal first drew attention to the numismatic aspect of the cause
célèbre that polarised 19th century society in both Australia and Britain.1 The 1874
medal described in that article (see illustrations 10 and 11) was struck at the end of
an extraordinarily protracted trial involving a remarkable inheritance claim to the
title and assets of the aristocratic Tichborne family. For months public attention had
been gripped by a seemingly endless flow of detailed yet contradictory evidence, often
salacious, about the British upper classes.
The 1874 medal was not, however, the only one produced recording the Tichborne
claim. Another Tichborne medal exists (see illustrations 1 and 12).2 Not covered by
Lane’s article, until now it too has been ascribed to the year 1874 by the main reference
works on British 19th century commemorative medals.3 That dating is incorrect. The
inscription on the reverse, along with the medal’s iconography, proves it originates from
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collection of Birmingham Museums and Art Gallery (but see footnote 46 below). It is catalogue number
1639 (also incorrectly dated to 1874) in: Eimer, C. 1987. British Commemorative Medals and Their Values.
London, which mistakenly describes it as bronze.
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three years earlier in the scandal.
This revised chronology adds greatly to the numismatic interest in the ‘Tichborne
Claimant’ because these two medals, from the years 1871 and 1874, marked the two high
points in the affair. The 1871 medal derives its imagery from ‘cartomania’; the fashion
of the period for collecting photographs (cartes de visite) of celebrities. The evidence
for this indicates the medal’s possible provenance, namely advertising by London’s
leading photographic studio. The medal also had political significance that validates
the scholarship over the last quarter century, since Peter Lane’s pioneering study, on
the impact of the Tichborne affair on Australia’s history. The 1871 medal emerges as a
symbol of popular discontent that framed an important stage in Australia’s developing
sense of nationhood.4

Imposture and Australian Identity
The Tichborne Case is a gripping tale of lies, lust, family feuding and social snobbery.
The main protagonist, universally referred to at the time and since as the ‘Claimant’, but
probably an unemployed butcher from Wagga Wagga named Arthur Orton, spent eight
years defending his claim to be Sir Roger Tichborne, heir to an ancient baronetcy, an
estate in Hampshire and the colossal income of twenty-five thousand pounds per annum
(perhaps equivalent to up to fifty million Australian dollars in 2013).5 The Claimant,
arriving in England from Australia twelve years after Roger had probably drowned,
was immediately accepted as the missing baronet by Roger’s mother, the family doctor,
solicitor, various servants and many old acquaintances. Yet his identity was denied with
equal vigour by most of Roger Tichborne’s other immediate relations, not least his cousin
Katherine, to whom he had proposed marriage before his disappearance. Their doubts
were clearly based on more than just self-interest. For where Roger Tichborne had been
slim, dark-haired, reserved and educated, the Claimant was fat, fair-haired, outspoken
and uncouth; as one newspaper later observed: ‘His knowledge was the knowledge of a
Wapping butcher, and his ignorance not the ignorance of an English gentleman’.6
The Tichborne Case then aroused an extraordinary public debate. Was the wouldbe English aristocrat a man of the people denied his rights, or a liar of preposterous
audacity? Across the English-speaking world the popular press profited from the
4
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two full-scale biographies. The first with a strong Australian focus is Annear, R. 2003. The Man Who
Lost Himself: The Fabulous Story of the Tichborne Claimant. Sydney; and with deeper original research
and greater attention to context is McWilliam, R. 2007. The Tichborne Claimant: A Victorian Sensation.
London. This expands on his PhD thesis The Tichborne Claimant and the people: investigations into popular
culture 1867-1886 submitted to the University of Sussex in 1998.

5

Calculated by economic purchasing power: see http://www.measuringworth.com

6

Auckland Star, Vol. XVIII, Issue 183, 6 August 1887, Page 4 on the coming of Age of the 12th Baronet in
June 1887.

2

JNAA 24, 2013

The 1871 ‘Tichborne Claimant’ medal and the forging of Australia’s identity

sensational claim to a huge inheritance. But the melodrama had wider significance. At
a time of rapid political and social change, it revealed tensions around social class and
empire. Could a poor butcher from the obscurity of the Australian outback pass himself
off as an English baronet from one of the oldest of British aristocratic families? And
what did ‘false personation’ by a returned migrant say about both societies?
In Australia the episode catapulted the small provincial town of Wagga Wagga (with a
population then of about one thousand people) to international attention, revealing an
emerging colonial society’s growing confidence under self-government.7 The irony of
an impoverished emigrant returning to England to seek his fortune through a claim to
inherited wealth prompted re-consideration of Australia’s possible roles in the empire,
as a destination for ‘undesirables’ or ‘excess’ population, a source of wealth to exploit, or
a new nation entitled to its autonomy. The Claimant’s actions strengthened Australia’s
emerging sense of national distinctiveness around equal opportunity, in contrast to
entrenched inequalities at the centre of the British Empire.8 For to many Australians the
Claimant’s defiant ‘rags to riches’, ‘outback shack to stately home’ story (see illustration
2 of the Claimant’s butcher’s shop, under the name ‘T. Castro’ in Wagga Wagga;9 and
illustration 3 of the Tichborne family home in Hampshire) reinforced a self-image of
classless ‘happy go lucky’ pioneers seizing any opportunity offered.
They identified with a phrase the Claimant had jotted down: ‘Some men has plenty
money and no brains, and some men has plenty brains and no money. Surely men with
plenty money and no brains were made for men with plenty brains and no money’.10 A
local campaign to assist the Claimant recover his noble birth-right quickly raised funds
to pay for his travel to England, while the Australian Joint Stock Bank in Wagga Wagga
lent him money to underwrite his legal case. Australia, then as now, admired a local boy
battling social pretensions in the ‘mother country’, and respected the Claimant’s nerve
and fighting spirit. This attitude is still apparent in Antipodean accounts of the case; and
reflected in the space accorded to a Staffordshire figure of the Claimant in the collection
of the Australian Prime Minister’s official residence in Sydney (see illustration 9).11
7

New South Wales, South Australia, Tasmania (renamed officially from Van Diemen’s Land), and Victoria
achieved self-government during 1855 and 1856.
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Hassam, A. 1997. Double Visions and the Desire for Recognition on Foreign Shores. Journal of Australian
Studies, vol. 53, pp.108-133, relates the cultural insecurity of late 19th century colonial visitors to England
as due to the Tichborne affair; see also Myers, J. 2009. Antipodal England: Emigration and Portable
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10 Penned by English writer Mary Braddon, many of whose sensational novels had Australian themes.
11 How A Con-man Found A Home At Sydney’s Kirribilli House: Sydney Morning Herald: 5 October 1993;
see also McWilliam. R. 2005. The Theatricality of the Staffordshire Figure. Journal of Victorian Culture
Vol. 10, 1, pp.107-114.
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Illustration 2: the Claimant’s butcher’s shop in Wagga
Wagga c. 1865: The Illustrated London News, 1871.
© The Hampshire Museums collection, UK, with
permission.

Illustration 3: Sir Roger’s ancestral home, Tichborne
Park: The Illustrated London News, 1871. ©
The Hampshire Museums collection, UK, with
permission.

Conversely, the threat of imposture from the colonies to rigid social hierarchy deepened in
British middle- and upper- classes the ex-convict stereotype of Australians as coarse and
lawless, corrupted, not redeemed by the hardships of outback life.12 The Claimant’s years
in Australia, only if portrayed as a barbaric and strange place populated by degenerates,
could explain an educated gentleman’s lapse into boorish ignorance. Furthermore the
fluidity of colonial society challenged the supposed stability of the British home.13 In
England, the Claimant case prompted differentiated identities of Australia, as a land
of opportunity among the common people, but as a threat to educated sensibilities.14
Now proudly celebrated in Wagga Wagga as the ‘the greatest imposter in history’,15 the
significance of the Claimant in the formation of Australia’s distinct identity emerges
from the 1871 medal.

Origins of the Claim
The story behind the Tichborne medals started in 1827 when James Tichborne, the
fourth son of the 7th Baronet, at the age of fifty-three married the twenty year old
Henriette (see illustration 4), an illegitimate grand-daughter of the Duc de Bourbon. On
12 Maddison, M. 2005. The Baronet Butcher of Wagga Wagga. Australiana, v.27, 2, pp.23-26.
13 Dawson, C. 2004. The Slaughterman of Wagga Wagga: Imposture, National Identity and the Tichborne
Affair, in: Nolan, M. and C. Dawson (eds). Who’s Who? Hoaxes, Imposture and Identity Crises in
Australian Literature. University Of Queensland, pp. 1-13; see also Stern, R. 2008: Home Economics:
Domestic Fraud in Victorian England: The Ohio State Press, chapter 1 on the household implications of the
fraud aspects of the Claimant.
14 E.g. the attitude of the novelist Anthony Trollope in Australia and New Zealand of 1873, who praised
Australians’ lack of class consciousness but notoriously accused them of being braggarts. See also: Joyce, P.
1991. Visions of the People: Industrial England and the Question of Class, 1840–1914. Cambridge.
15 http://www.wagga.nsw.gov.au/museum/collections/highlights/the-greatest-impostor-in-history. The large
1874 Nathan Hughes painting of the trial was displayed to raise funds to help the Claimant, and now holds
pride of place in the Museum of the Riverina at the town’s old Council Chambers.
4
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5 January 1829 Henriette gave birth to a
son, Roger Charles Doughty Tichborne; a
decade later another son was born, Alfred.
The marriage however was generally an
unhappy one and, unable to afford the
cost of living in England in the style that
would be expected in aristocratic circles,
the family resided in France.
Baronetcies however were only inheritable
by male heirs, so when his three elder
brothers died – the 8th Baronet in 1845,
another brother died young and the 9th
Baronet in 1853, all leaving only daughters
– James, although the fourth son, found
himself the 10th Baronet. This elevation in
turn made his elder son, Roger Tichborne,
heir to the family’s title and fortunes.
Roger had fallen in love with his cousin
Katherine, but her father the 9th Baronet
had opposed a consanguine marriage. To
get away from this emotional turmoil, in
March 1853 Roger had set off to explore
Latin America, but after travelling
around Chile, disappeared following a
shipwreck off the coast of Brazil in 1854.
Investigations concluded that Roger had
drowned, although a persistent rumour
that a ship had picked up some survivors
and taken them to Australia gave his
mother lasting hope that he might have
survived.
When James died in 1862, the matter
became pressing; if Roger was still alive
he became the 11th Baronet. If not, the
title and fortune passed to his spendthrift
younger brother Alfred whom Henriette
apparently disliked for too closely
resembling his father. So while Alfred
JNAA 24, 2013

Illustration 4: the 1871 London Stereoscopic &
Photographic Company’s carte de visite of Lady
Henriette Tichborne (c. 1867) © the National
Portrait Gallery, London, with permission.

Illustration 5: Lady Henriette Tichborne’s
advertisement in the Sydney Morning Herald on 26
July 1865.
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applied to the courts to have his older
brother declared formally dead, Henriette
contacted a missing persons agency to
place adverts in Australian newspapers
offering a reward for information about
Roger’s possible whereabouts, including
a notice which appeared in the Sydney
Morning Herald on 26 July 1865 - see
illustration 5.

The Claimant
In response to that advert, a bankrupt
butcher from Wagga Wagga came forward.
At first sight his claim seemed unlikely.
The Claimant’s character, manners
and appearance, even allowing for the
intervening years, seemed distinctly
different. The Daguerreotype portrait
taken of Roger at a studio in the capital city
of Chile, Santiago, in 1854 showed a man
of slim appearance – see illustration 6.

Illustration 6: the London Stereoscopic &
Photographic Company: Roger Tichborne in 1854
just before his disappearance: © the National Portrait
Gallery, London, with permission.

In contrast the Claimant seemed of larger
build. He proceeded to grow rapidly more
obese from the fine living he enjoyed
while supporters were funding him to pursue his case – see illustration 7.

Furthermore his vulgar behaviour and uncouth bearing seemed hardly aristocratic: as
the Lord Chief Justice later succinctly put it: ‘the Claimant’s habits and manners were
not those of an English gentleman’.16

The Claimant arrives
Landing in England on Christmas Day 1866 he was, however, promptly accepted by
the Dowager Lady Tichborne as her long-lost favourite son. Her unloved second son
Alfred, the 11th Baronet, had recently died in near bankruptcy. Her emotional state of
mind can only be guessed at, but she certainly had strong incentives for recognising the
Claimant. Roger’s re-appearance would conveniently restore her influence in the family
and over the family estates including Tichborne Park.
16 The Tichborne trial: the summing-up by the Lord Chief Justice of England: London: Ward, Lock, and
Tyler. 1874, p.44.
6
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Inevitably other family members who
had never approved of James’s late
marriage to the illegitimate and foreign
Henriette, sought to expose the Claimant
as an imposter. Yet Henriette steadfastly
maintained her support until her death
in 1868. With that apparently decisive
backing the Claimant’s followers were
able to raise considerable funds to keep
him in style while gathering evidence
of his identity from Australia and South
America to launch the legal case for
‘restoring’ his title and assets.
But by the time the case finally reached the
courts in 1871, it was the evidence from
England that seemed most damaging
to his case. Private investigators acting
for the Tichborne family suggested that
the Claimant was one Arthur Orton, a
butcher’s son from Wapping in London’s
working class East End docklands, who
Illustration 7: the Claimant in the early 1870s: © the
had gone to sea at the age of fifteen and
National Portrait Gallery, London, with permission.
sailed to Chile. After a few years there
he had moved on to Australia, supposedly in 1852.17 While in Latin America Orton
had adopted the Spanish pseudonym Tomas Castro (for reasons never adequately
explained), and by 1864 the Claimant was settled under that name in Wagga Wagga.

Impersonation
One of the many reasons for the abiding interest in the Tichborne Claimant is fascination
with identities and identification.18 If the Claimant was an imposter, how did he manage
to maintain the deception so long and even apparently fool Sir Roger’s own mother?
The great Argentine author Jorge Luis Borges provided one possible answer. In a short
story El impostor inverosímil Tom Castro [The Improbable Imposter Tom Castro] about
the case,19 Borges put forward the hypothesis that the Claimant had gained, not lost,
17 Roe, M. 1974. Orton, Arthur (1834–1898): Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 5.
18 Ellis, H. 1988. The Tichborne Claimant: Person identification following very long intervals. Applied
Cognitive Psychology, 2: 257–264.
19 Published in a compilation of his short stories entitled Historia Universal de la Infamia [A Universal
History of Infamy] in 1935.
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credibility by being so different from the person he claimed to be. That an impostor
appeared to make no serious attempt at impersonation seemed to prove that the Claimant
must be Sir Roger.
The Tichborne Case is indeed highly unusual. In the other major cases of impersonation
to have reached the British or Australian courts, the impersonator had either known or
at very least had set eyes on the individual who was being impersonated. But it was the
verdict of two juries and the judgement of the Lord Chief Justice and his colleagues that
the Claimant had succeeded in a possibly unparalleled feat; not just of passing himself
off as someone he was not, but as someone whom he had apparently never even met nor
seen.
Yet the remarkable coincidence of Orton and Tichborne having been within less than
a year of each other in Chile in South America may open up the possibility that this
assumption could be erroneous. Contemporary investigators were puzzled that both
Orton and Roger Tichborne were in the port city of Valparaiso almost at the same time.
However they seemed satisfied that Orton had sailed from South America a few months
before Tichborne arrived in Chile. But had the evidence on timing of his movements
been altered? If so and they had met,20 Orton might indeed have learnt first-hand from
Roger the story of his alienation from his family. With nothing to lose, this would explain
Orton’s self-assurance in posing over a decade later as the baronet. At the same time the
intervening thirteen years from a meeting with Roger in Chile 1853 to putting forward
his claim in 1866 could explain his lapses of memory over what Roger had told him.21
A second possibility is that Tichborne did survive the 1854 shipwreck and, taken by the
rescuing ship to Australia, had become acquainted with Orton and been murdered by him
near Wagga Wagga. The prosecution hinted at this, and the Claimant, acknowledging that
Orton had been a close acquaintance, refused to say more, implying such a possibility.22
20 One possible link in Chile was John Hayley, the English doctor in the town of Melipilla between the port of
Valparaiso and Santiago, who had given accommodation to Orton: his widow Donna Clara gave confusing
evidence through an interpreter at the trial in 1873.
21 This scenario would certainly not be without historical parallel. The famous case of impersonation in
16th century France of a soldier named Martin Guerre occurred under not too dissimilar circumstances.
Long before the invention of modern identification techniques like fingerprinting or DNA testing, such
examples illuminate the possible attractions for and responses to identity theft in the pre-credit card era,
not just those of the perpetrator but of other parties affected. Davis, N. 1983. The Return of Martin Guerre.
Harvard University Press; and a critique of Davis’s theory over the attractions of impersonation, in Finlay,
R. 1988. The Refashioning of Martin Guerre. The American Historical Review. Vol. 93, No. 3, pp. 553–571.
22 The Claimant’s eldest daughter Teresa carried on her father’s campaign to clear his name and was herself
sent to prison several times for threatening the Tichborne family. In a statement given in jail in 1924 she
said her father had told her he really was Roger Tichborne, that Arthur Orton had been a companion in
crime whom he had killed during a quarrel near Wagga Wagga in 1866, but if he admitted it he would be
have been tried for murder and hanged: McWilliam op cit., p. 207.
8
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The third possible explanation is that the Claimant was carefully tutored for the role of
an English aristocrat by Andrew Bogle (see illustration 8), a Jamaican former servant
on the Tichborne estate. Bogle had emigrated to New South Wales, met the Claimant
in 1866 in Sydney and, returning with him to England, was a steadfast champion of his
cause and one of his main witnesses through the civil then criminal trials of the case.
Whether Bogle was genuinely convinced by the Claimant’s cause or was motivated by
pure greed, personal revenge or radical, possibly even racial protest against his erstwhile
aristocratic employers, can only be surmised. Although the trial judges concluded he
was simply innocently mistaken, speculation over a black Caribbean ex-slave training a
semi-literate Australian butcher in the etiquette and deportment of a French-speaking
English baronet has fuelled fictional accounts in both book and film.23

The Trials
The two Tichborne trials, the first a civil case held in the Court of Common Pleas,
and the second a criminal trial at the Court of Queen’s Bench, are among the most
famous English court proceedings of the nineteenth century. The civil case lasted
from May 1871 to March 1872, and proved a national sensation.24 Public interest was
cleverly heightened by the Claimant turning his case into an investment opportunity by
issuing ‘Tichborne Bonds’, repayable only in the event of his successful ‘restoration’ to
his inheritance. Despite the Claimant being by then a celebrity, the jury after listening
with increasing scepticism to the evidence, took little time in finding against him. The
Claimant was promptly arrested for “wilful and corrupt” perjury (in the absence at the
time of any law specifically criminalising impersonation).
Whilst the jury’s judgment was accepted by most of the professional and upper classes,25
for many working people the threat of criminal prosecution re-kindled the Claimant’s
image as a symbol of the ordinary man struggling to get justice from a corrupt legal
system. Funds were swiftly raised for his defence. Bailed for the then colossal sum of ten
thousand pounds, the Claimant campaigned around the country, whipping up strong
feelings over what he portrayed as aristocratic prejudice against the common people, and
successfully attracted renewed support to his cause. ‘Baronet or Butcher’ memorabilia
sold well, including cartoons, broadsides, teacloths, handkerchiefs, crockery sets,
children’s toys, Staffordshire figures (illustration 9), and carte de visite photographs.
23 E.g. the dramatisation of Bogle’s role is a central theme to the 1998 film The Tichborne Claimant directed
by David Yates. See Lumsden, J. 1999. The True and Remarkable History of Andrew Bogle: Jamaican
Historical Society Bulletin Vol. 11, No 4, pp. 34-43.
24 Memorable also for the coining (excuse the pun!) during its hearings of the phrase ‘The man on the
Clapham omnibus’: Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable. Cassell. p. 761.
25 The Daily Telegraph, for instance, concluded at the end of the civil trial: ‘no more dangerous or shameless
rascal ever stood to hear the sentence of the law thundered in wrath upon his wickedness’: Quoted in:
Anon. 1872. The Tichborne Romance. London, p.226.
JNAA 24, 2013
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Illustration 8: Andrew Bogle: © the National Portrait
Gallery, London, with permission.

Illustration 9: Staffordshire figure of Sir Roger
Tichborne c. 1871-4: © the National Trust, UK,
with permission.

The perjury case opened in April 1873 and lasted to February 1874. The extraordinary
wealth of contradictory evidence for his identity presented in such great detail made it
the longest trial in British legal history.26 The case for the defence was that the Claimant
was the victim of a gigantic conspiracy by the Catholic Church, the government and
the legal Establishment. The 2nd Reform Act of 1867 had doubled the electorate by
extending the vote to all male householders, creating deep anxiety among the ruling
elite that power was slipping from their control. In that political atmosphere, the
defence lawyer Edward Kenealy played upon the widespread feeling that the Tichborne
family represented England’s over-privileged and corrupt aristocracy. In contrast, the
prosecution sought to portray the Claimant as an object of contempt for audacious
impertinence, and of ridicule over his ballooning weight.
Detailed coverage filled the newspapers for months on end, with the then new mass
market ‘yellow journalism’ revelling in evidence detailing adultery in high society, and
26 The civil trial lasted 103 days; the criminal 188 days in court, a record only beaten in the 1990s.
10
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in the frequent bitter attacks by Kenealy on the character and reputation of witnesses.
The Claimant himself added a sexual frisson to the case, suggesting that some apparent
inconsistencies in his defence were due to his attempt to shield the reputation of his
now married cousin Katherine whom he indicated he had seduced and feared he had
left pregnant. Since however she had rejected the Claimant as an imposter, he had every
interest in undermining her credibility as a key witness. The unchivalrous move however
proved damaging with the Lord Chief Justice who, in passing sentence, declared: ‘No
more foul or deliberate falsehood was ever heard in a court of justice. I can hardly
restrain the indignation which I feel at the incredible baseness of your conduct.’27
The jury evidently agreed with the authorities, wasting little time in finding him guilty.
The Claimant was not Sir Roger, the baronet of Tichborne Park28 but Arthur Orton, the
butcher from Wagga Wagga. Sentenced to fourteen years in prison on two counts of
perjury, the Claimant continued at first to remain at least to some a popular hero, thanks
to the zeal of Kenealy.29 His campaigning maintained for a few years the considerable
market for souvenirs that had built up in the many months prior to his conviction.30
Amongst these memorabilia was the elegantly engraved 1874 medal described by Lane.31
Its inscription dates it from soon after the conclusion of the second, criminal case.
This medal of the Claimant/Sir Roger Tichborne was designed, despite his conviction, to
celebrate, not condemn the efforts by the Claimant to be accepted as the missing heir to
the Tichborne baronetcy. The profile image portrays a calm dignified air of martyrdom,
and the simple legend on the obverse ‘SIR ROGER C.D. TICHBORNE’ over the profile
of the Claimant leaves no doubt about the medal’s sympathy with the defendant. The
reverse of the 1874 medal chronicles the saga from the Claimant’s arrival in England to
the jury finding him guilty in February 1874, the iconography cleverly portraying the
defence case of a conspiracy against an innocent man seemingly trapped in an endless
spiral of events.
27 The Tichborne Trial. Ward Lock, 1874, p.286.
28 One of the Claimant’s slips of memory or examples of ignorance was to refer to the family house as
‘Tichborne Hall’ not ‘Tichborne Park’: Anon. 1872 op. cit., pp.248-9.
29 Roe, M. 1974. Kenealy and the Tichborne Cause: A Study in mid-Victorian Populism. Melbourne:
Melbourne University Press. Kenealy was elected an MP in 1875.
30 McWilliam 2007 op cit., p.201.
31 Another is a pressed glass plate, in the National Museum of Australia, featuring a portrait of the Claimant,
with the inscription ‘WOULD YOU BE SURPRISED TO FIND THAT THIS IS TICHBORNE’ around
the underside edge of the plate. This was the message that the Claimant’s demagogic defence lawyer
Kenealy wished to perpetuate. At the end of the trial he established a newspaper called The Englishman
championing perceived injustices, launched the Magna Charta Association to promote a broad agenda
of political reform, and established the National Tichborne Release Association to campaign for the
Claimant’s cause. In 1875 Kenealy was elected an MP but his zealous campaigning failed to persuade
parliament to establish a royal commission into the Tichborne case. His campaign championing the
Claimant’s cause collapsed when he died in 1880.
JNAA 24, 2013
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Illustration 10: the 1874 medal, obverse Sir Roger
Tichborne.

Illustration 11: the 1874 medal, reverse.

But public attention to the Tichborne case inevitably waned. When he was released
from Dartmoor prison his cause forgotten, the Claimant returned to obscurity, leading
a life of poverty. In 1895 he briefly regained media attention when he sold a signed
confession to one sensationalist newspaper admitting to being Orton, only to sell a
retraction immediately afterwards to another newspaper. He died destitute in 1898, but
in a final fling of defiance he had himself buried in a London cemetery under the name
‘Sir Roger Charles Doughty Tichborne’. As the Daily Mail poignantly observed in its
coverage of the funeral: ‘The Judges of the High Court were two years in determining that
the living Tichborne was Orton. The Registrar of Births and Deaths determined in two
minutes that the dead Orton was Tichborne.’32

The 1871 Tichborne Claimant Medal
Medals of the Victorian period were struck in Britain and Australia for a variety of
often overlapping purposes: to celebrate, to educate, to raise funds for a popular cause,
to advertise or to exploit a public event for commercial benefit. Some more elaborately
engraved medals were struck in gold, silver, bronze, brass, pewter or tin to suit every
social class and pocket. The cheapest variants were minted in brass or in a tin alloy
generically albeit unimaginatively named white metal. Soft and easily scratched, brass
and white metal medals of the 19th century were sold or given away in great numbers.
They enabled the ordinary citizen cheaply to help fund a Sunday school, back a good
cause, sympathise with a protest movement, display patriotic loyalty to the monarchy,
or identify with a popular hero. Distributed as symbols of solidarity, supporters would
drill holes in these medals in order to pin them to their clothing.
32 Op. cit., 18 April 1898. A few other claimants turned up from time to time, including in San Francisco
in 1881 (the Public Ledger, 15 July 1881), and William Cresswell, a resident of the Lunatic Asylum in
Parramatta (NSW State Records: Colonial Secretary Correspondence 1875-97, 4/924.1; the Western
Australian, 16 December 1897).
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Placing the 1871 and 1874 Tichborne
medals alongside each other and
correctly dating the 1871 medal adds to
the numismatic dimension of this 19th
century cause célèbre, because the medals
conveyed distinctly different messages.
The assured iconography of the 1871
Illustration 12: the 1871 medal, reverse. © The Philip
M. Treves collection, Sidmouth, Devon UK, with
medal expressed widespread public
permission.
support for the ‘Tichborne Claimant’
and scepticism about the incumbent baronet, in a political climate of distrust of the
establishment. The muted message three years later on the 1874 medal, after two defeats
in the courts, reflected a much more polarised context.
The 1871 Tichborne medal was produced probably in Birmingham and aimed at the
mass market. It was struck in brass and, at 29 mms wide, is of smallish dimensions (most
brass medals are somewhat smaller than white metal medals of the Victorian era; the
more elaborate 1874 medal, for instance, is 42mm wide). Like most such medals, this
example has been pierced for wearing. The 1871 brass medal is typically not just smaller
than the white metal 1874 medal but also cruder in lay-out, imagery and message. The
more refined craftsmanship evident in the 1874 medal is not surprising since the same
medal was often struck in a range of metals to suit varying customer incomes.33 Yet the
1874 medal is only known in white metal. This is perhaps surprising as the Claimant
had plenty of wealthy supporters, so demand existed and a range of medals at different
prices might therefore have been expected.
The quality of the craftsmanship and engraving of such commercial medals varied
enormously in 19th century medal manufacture, from highly skilled artists and engravers
producing elaborate limited edition masterpieces, to simply designed, mass produced
medals. Brass, while relatively soft, is less workable for capturing fine detail, so did not
allow for the refinement and high relief that could be portrayed in white metal.
As a result, the craftsmanship of the image on the 1871 medal does not compare to the
sophistication of the 1874. The 1871 medal has no engraver’s name, being a cheaper
product and with less apparent artistic pride than the 1874 medal, on which the
designer has inscribed his name ‘A. G. Darby’.34 The difference in artistic elaboration is
particularly apparent when contrasting the obverse of the two medals. Where the 1874
33 BHM and Eimer show many medals struck in both bronze and white metal (eg. BHM 1798; Eimer 1601),
some in gold, silver and bronze (eg. BHM 1792; Eimer 1620), and in silver, bronze and white metal (eg.
BHM 3010; Eimer 1609), but very rarely in gold, silver, bronze and white metal (eg. Eimer 1466, 1535).
Brass medals were never apparently struck in any other metal.
34 Alfred G. Darby in Birmingham floreat c.1870-1900; his son Alfred Horatio Darby was a silversmith and
medallist c.1895-1929: Eimer 1821a.
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profile sympathetically captures a romantic idealism and gravitas in the Claimant, the
1871 profile is a cruder portrayal lacking in artistic merit or emotional appeal.

The ‘Cartomania’ Medal
But that lack of sophistication is of significance, reflecting the popularity and
commercialisation of the Claimant’s cause. An early example of mass affluence, the
small brass medal simultaneously fulfilled two functions: advertising to the common
people and empowering popular politics. It offered the medal’s recipients a means of
publicly expressing solidarity with the Claimant, and discontent with the establishment
represented by the 12th Baronet.
This medal is allotted to the year 1874 in the major reference works of 19th century
British commemorative medallions.35 That is incorrect. The brass Tichborne medal
dates from at the peak of the Claimant’s popularity around the start of the civil lawsuit
in May 1871. The proof for this comes from the medal’s inscriptions, iconography, and
some remarkable photographic evidence. For the medal’s images were engraved from
commercial photographs produced in May/June 1871.
The 1871 medal is the product of ‘Cartomania’, the fashionable hobby of the period for
collecting ‘album portraits’ or cartes de visite photographs portraying famous people,
such as the main characters in the Tichborne case. Like the medal, the company’s cartes
de visite of 1871 catered to the widespread public sympathy the Claimant enjoyed at
the opening of the first trial. Given the enormous public interest in the affair, the huge
demand created strong market competition among the leading photographic studios.
Sold singly or in sets by several companies,36 the photograph cards of the Claimant and
the main witnesses in the two trials are, unlike the Tichborne medals, still comparatively
common. The cartes de visite from which the imagery of the 1871 medal derived were
produced by perhaps the then most fashionable London photographic studio, the
London Stereoscopic & Photographic Company.37 The company was deeply involved in
the case, later acting as the official court photographer for the criminal trial.
The medal carries on the obverse the Claimant’s profile portrait with the legend ‘THE
TICHBORNE CLAIMANT’. It derived from the company’s best-selling profile carte de
visite of the Claimant that was widely reproduced in the press, such as in the etching
that appeared on 1 July 1871 in The Illustrated London News (see Illustration 13a).
35 No Tichborne medal seems to have been produced in Australia: see Carlisle, L. 2008. Australian Historical
Medals 1788-1988. Sydney.
36 The photographic studios to produce Tichborne cartes de visite included John Watkins, photographer to
the Queen.
37 Their sitters included Charles Dickens, William Gladstone, Isambard Kingdom Brunel and the Royal
Family.
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Illustration 13: the 1871 the London Stereoscopic
& Photographic Company carte de visite of the
Claimant, in profile © The National Portrait Gallery,
London, with permission.

The Alleged Rightful Heir
Various similar profile cartes de visite of
the Claimant however were produced by
other photographic studios. The conclusive
proof of the dating and the provenance of
the imagery for the 1871 medal derives
from the reverse. This shows the profile
of a mop-haired boy, surrounded with
the legend ‘THE ALLEGED RIGHTFUL
HEIR / AGE 5 YEARS’. This figure is
Henry Alfred Joseph Doughty Tichborne,
12th Baronet. He was the posthumous
son of Roger’s younger brother who had
died at the age of twenty-six in February
1866.38 Three months later, at his birth in
May 1866, Henry Alfred had inherited
the title and estates. The alleged ‘rightful
heir’ Sir Henry turned five years old in
May 1871 just as the first Tichborne trial
was commencing. The medal must date
from then to May 1872 when he turned
six years of age.

In 1866 the future of the baronetcy had
hung by a thread. Surviving childbirth
in 19th century England could not be taken for granted, and to suspicious minds the
arrival posthumously of an heir to Alfred appeared all too convenient, more evidence of
the aristocratic family conspiring against the Claimant.

This medal’s support for the Claimant in the legend’s use of the legalistic ‘alleged’ provides
circumstantial evidence to date it to an earlier time in the scandal than the 1874 medal.
The Claimant’s support peaked between May 1871 when the civil trial opened, and the
end of that year. By the time the hearing was suspended in July for four months, the
proceedings looked to be going firmly in his favour. The inscriptions and iconography
suggest the medal was minted during this wave of broad popular support around the
opening of first trial, therefore originating from the summer of 1871. Arguably it dates
from before the trial ended in 1872 with his arrest. The trial’s conclusion had fragmented
38 No profile carte de visite of Sir Henry seems to exist; there are none in the major public collections of
Tichbornalia such in the National Portrait Gallery, London, or among the albums of cartes de visite in the
State Library of NSW or the National Museum of Australia. The only other 1871 carte de visite I have been
able to discover has him standing by a chair also full face: see the Hampshire Museums archive, UK.
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Illustration 13a: detail of the Claimant in profile: the etching of 1 July 1871 in The illustrated London News;
the medal; and the June 1871 carte de visite © the National Portrait Gallery, London, with permission.

public belief in his cause and the medal’s hostility to the establishment would then have
been much less acceptable to the mass market.
This conclusion from the imagery is that the design of the profile on the reverse was
crafted from the full face carte de visite portrait photograph of the boy published in 1871
(see illustration 14).
Although the chubby face of a pouting child in the photograph has become a profile
image on the medal’s reverse side, the provenance of the imagery seems certain. This
is because of a shared, unique inscription. The medal and the portrait carte de visite
both used the same sceptical phrasing about the legitimacy of Sir Henry’s tenure of the
Tichborne inheritance: The alleged “Rightful Heir” age 5 years (on the carte de visite;
the medal lacks the inverted commas, but it can be presumed these were dropped on
practical and stylistic grounds because of the medal’s size, not because the medallist did
not also sympathise with the Claimant).
The exact phrase The alleged “Rightful Heir” is not found on any other memorabilia of
the case in 1871.39 The only other known carte de visite of Sir Henry in 1871 was also
produced by the London Stereoscopic & Photographic Company.40 Rival photographic
39 This assertion is based on searches of the catalogues of public collections in the UK and Australia with
Tichborne collections, along with general internet searches during October 2012- September 2013.
40 This other carte de visite of Sir Henry as a five year-old is also full face but shows him in a living-room
setting as a small figure, standing and less distinctive, and has no title.
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studios like Maull & Company that were also publishing Tichborne cartes de visite (e.g.
Illustration 8) did not apparently issue any featuring the 12th Baronet.
The dating of the carte de visite can be pinned down precisely to the start of the trial. The
London Stereoscopic & Photographic Company of Regents Street placed a classified
advertisement on the front page of The Times of 13 June 1871, promoting six new cartes
de visite of the Tichborne trial. The newspaper notice stated that this set included one
entitled The Alleged Rightful Heir (that is, the carte de visite in Illustration 14 but, like
the medal, without any inverted commas – presumably in this case as a result of a proofreading error).
A few months later the same carte de visite
of Sir Henry was on sale in Australia.
On 30 September 1871, J. Walsh and
Sons of Hobart Town advertised it in
the Launceston Examiner of Tasmania,
along with the cartes de visite of Henriette
(illustration 4) and of the Claimant
(illustration 13):
RECEIVED BY THE MAIL. Album
portraits of the late Dowager Lady
Tichborne; the last Tichborne Baronet;
the alleged “Rightful Heir,” aged 5 years;
Roger C. Tichborne; the claimant for the
Baronetcy; and Sketch taken in Court. Six
cards, 1s 6d each, or 7s 6d the set, post
free.
So were these images used by someone
else to produce the medal, or did the
London Stereoscopic & Photographic
Company itself produce the medal to
promote its set of Tichborne cartes de
visite? The use of tokens for advertising
was common practice in the 1870s, so
it seems possible but, without further

JNAA 24, 2013

Illustration 14: the London Stereoscopic &
Photographic Company: carte de visite of Sir Henry
Tichborne: The alleged “rightful heir” aged 5 years.
(Son of the late Sir A. Tichborne, Bart.) © the
National Portrait Gallery, London, with permission.
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evidence, not proven.41

1871: Medal, Politics and Identity
The medal however conveyed more than just advertising. 1871 was a politically febrile
year in Britain. The support that mobilised behind the Tichborne Claimant was the
strongest expression of popular protest to emerge between the collapse of Chartism in
1848 and the rise of socialism in the 1880s.42 Public opinion favoured the butcher from
Wagga Wagga as a representative of the common man battling a corrupt establishment.
This merged into the national debate, excited internationally by the Paris Commune,43
about citizenship, identity and religious affiliation at home and in the colonies.44
By challenging the legitimacy of rigid social class divides that had until just a few years
earlier restricted electoral suffrage in Britain, the Tichborne Claimant appealed to
progressive politics; if a poor Australian butcher could be, or could successfully pretend
to be an English baronet from one of the oldest of British aristocratic families, then the
case for further parliamentary reform was strengthened. Another political thread reenforcing the Claimant’s broad appeal was nationalist, anti-Catholic sentiment. Not only
did the Tichbornes represent England’s over-privileged, corrupt and aloof aristocracy;
they were one of England’s most renowned Roman Catholic families at a time when
‘Popular Protestantism’, aggravated by the proclamation of papal infallibility in 1870,45
infused Catholicism with class tensions.46
Given these dynamics, the medal conveyed a complex political message. This reflected
the ambiguous stance in 1871 of the London Stereoscopic & Photographic Company’s
41 Some photographic studios issued medals or tokens in brass of the same size as the 1871 Tichborne medal;
for example, William Lane of Brighton in the 1860s issued specially struck medals to advertise his studios:
see http://www.photohistory-sussex.co.uk/BTN-LaneWm.htm (accessed 23 November 2012). Getty Images,
current owners of the London Stereoscopic & Photographic Company archives have no evidence for this.
The Company’s archival copy of the Alleged ‘Rightful Heir’ carte de visite has a note about the Claimant
apparently from the time of the sitting later typed stating: ‘Should this person obtain a verdict against the
child, he will oust an alleged surviving, but without dispute a bona fide and legitimate representative of the
Tichbornes’: Getty Archives P8130.
42 Politically sensitive impersonations have frequently stirred class conflict, such as Emilian Pugachev’s 177374 rebellion against Catherine the Great, Pugachev proclaiming himself Catherine’s resurrected husband
on a mission to end serfdom.
43 Finn, M. 2003. After Chartism: Class and Nation in English Radical Politics 1848-1874. Cambridge.
44 Hall, C., K. McClelland and J. Rendell (eds). 2000. Defining the Victorian Nation: Class, Race, Gender and
the Reform Act of 1867. Cambridge.
45 Wheeler, M. 2006. The Old Enemies: Catholic and Protestant in Nineteenth-Century English Culture.
Cambridge: The Claimant’s campaign attracted vehemently anti-Catholic support, nationalism and
evangelical Protestantism becoming intertwined following the ‘Papal Aggression’ when Pope Pius IX
restored the English Roman Catholic hierarchy in 1851.
46 D. G. Paz. 1979. Popular Anti-Catholicism in England, 1850-1851: Albion: A Quarterly Journal of British
Studies, 11, No. 4, 331-359.
18

JNAA 24, 2013

The 1871 ‘Tichborne Claimant’ medal and the forging of Australia’s identity

products. Its carte de visite sketch of the Claimant giving evidence was simply entitled
‘Sir Roger in the box at court’. The company, in addition to its commercial concern
to profit from the popular support over his identity, must also have been alert to the
political implications. That a major, high society photographic studio like the London
Stereoscopic & Photographic Company produced cartes de visite, and possibly the
medal, in 1871 with a political overtone confirms that the Tichborne affair was more
than a whimsical 19th century cause célèbre.47
The medal, by contrasting the Claimant on the obverse with the alleged ‘rightful heir’
on the reverse, presented three narratives. First, the obverse side of the medal implied
that the Claimant’s mature rotund physique and thoughtful demeanour reflected the
dignity of the ordinary citizen. This interpretation is confirmed by a full-page ‘Man of
the Day’ cartoon honouring the Claimant, on 10 June in the leading London magazine
The London illustrated News.
The second message, by contrast, was the unflattering imagery of the alleged ‘Rightful
Heir’ on the reverse. As in the carte de visite with the identical title, this stressed the
foppish youthfulness of a boy born into privilege, whose ‘rightfulness’ to the title and
legacy had been doubted by his own grandmother.
The third message from the imagery was that Henry’s rotund face were the features
of Roger’s nephew, discreetly suggesting that, if family resemblance apparent from
photographs constituted evidence of identity, the argument at the centre of the trial, then
the Claimant’s rotund physique might reflect Roger’s natural state and real appearance,
rather than the slimness of the young man photographed in the 1850s (Illustration 6).
The political implication of the 1871 medal mirrored the popular imagery of this period
that emphasised Sir Henry’s youthful callowness, unearned privilege and merely ‘alleged’
right to the inheritance. A cartoon, for instance, published around July 1871 in the style
of an illustration for the children’s nursery rhyme ‘This Is the House that Jack Built’, shows
Sir Henry as a crying, spoilt child (Illustration 15).48

Conclusion
When the trial resumed late in the year however, the tide of evidence had changed
inexorably against the Claimant. By 4 March 1872, when the jury rejected his suit and the
judge committed him to Newgate prison, public opinion had become deeply polarised.
Not just aristocrats but most moderate and literate middle classes abandoned their
47 McWilliam (2007) op cit, and Roe (1974) op. cit., passim.
48 One of a series of nine cartoons satirising the Tichborne trial: published 7 July 1871: Hampshire Museums
item HMCMS: FA2004.142.91.1.
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support, persuaded by the overwhelming
evidence against him.49

Illustration 15: Sir Henry Tichborne cartoon, in the
style of an illustration for the children’s book ‘This
Is The House that Jack Built’, c. July 1871. © The
Hampshire Museums collection, UK, with permission.

Yet many Australians and English working
people continued to believe the Claimant’s
popular image as an ordinary man struggling
to get justice from a corrupt legal system. It
fragmented British views of Australia, with
working-class supporters of the Claimant
concurring with this, while his challenge
to class distinctions troubled middle- and
upper-class sensitivities. By exposing the
precariousness of class distinctions and
triggering the most unusual expression
of popular discontent in England during
the reign of Queen Victoria, the Claimant
connects the 1871 medal to the beginnings
of a distinct Australian identity.50

The 1871 medal was doubtless struck
in large numbers but is now surprisingly rare. There seems to be no example in good
condition currently in any major Australian or British public collection.51 This scarcity
however is understandable. Unlike similar medals commemorating royal events or the
more substantial white metal medal of 1874, the cheaper and cruder brass 1871 Tichborne
49 Thomas, D. 2004. Cultivating Victorians: Liberal Culture and the Aesthetic: http://books.google.co.uk/
books/about/Cultivating_Victorians.html?id=_yU6OXCO18kCUniversity of Pennsylvania Press, pp.85123. The Claimant was strongly backed by the Licensed Victuallers Association, which mixed his populist
claim with the workingman’s concern to oppose the 1872 Licensing Act curtailing pub opening hours and
imposing taxes and duty on alcohol. The Claimant as a result was honoured with that highest of British
accolades – having a pub named after him in 1873 (‘The Sir Roger Tichborne Inn’ still exists in Alfold near
Billingshurst,West Sussex). In 1878 prominent in organising public demonstrations in London against
Russia’s intervention in the Balkans were the Chelsea Tichborne Release Association and the Ladies of
West Brompton Tichborne Society: Diamond. M. 2003. Victorian Sensation: Or the Spectacular, the
Shocking and the Scandalous in 19th Century Britain. London, p.67.
50 Trollope op.cit. recorded Australian support even after the end of the civil trial. But not all agreed. The
famous radical MP John Bright, writing about the case in 1875, noted: ‘To me the convict in Dartmoor is
the greatest criminal of our time. His crime has extended over many years; it is most base in character, and
includes in it almost every crime for which evil men are brought to punishment.’ 15 July 1875.
51 A badly worn specimen exists in the Museum of the Riverina at Wagga Wagga (it appears on the book
jacket of McWilliam, op.cit). BHM records the 1871 medal as being in the collection of Birmingham
Museums and Art Gallery (although it does now not appear in their own inventory), and both BHM and
Eimer suggest the 1871 (and 1874) medal is of normal availability. No Tichborne medals have come up for
sale in the major numismatic auctions in Australia or the UK in the last decade. Lane acquired the 1874
example he described in the op. cit. from a London dealer in the 1980s (private correspondence).
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medal probably fell sharply out of favour in Britain and Australia as the controversy
faded from public consciousness. The decline in the popularity of the Claimant after his
conviction for perjury in 1874 doubtless encouraged his erstwhile less ardent supporters
to throw away the more ephemeral and least valuable of their Tichborne memorabilia.52
This loss of attention to the Tichborne affair was due not only to the natural fading of any
human interest story, replaced by new sensationalism;53 it probably also occurred because
democracy consolidated in Britain, and Australian colonial self-rule initiated the country’s
state-building process. Symbols of one man’s attempts to outwit the Establishment and
challenge its political legitimacy were no longer fashionable.54
Yet later generations have continued to rediscover the fascination of the Wagga
slaughterman’s improbable claim to be an English aristocrat.55 With a perennial interest in
the case stimulated by regular retelling of the saga in history books, fiction and film, any
Tichborne medal is highly prized by collectors in Australia and the UK. Not only was the
Tichborne Claimant the most sensational and extraordinary controversy to grip the British
Empire in the mid-Victorian era, but it is also increasingly recognised as a significant
episode in consolidating Australia’s sense of unique national identity. Appreciation of the
historic, not just commercial, value of the 1871 Tichborne Claimant medal will continue
to grow.
Max Everest-Phillips is the Director of the United Nations Development Programme’s Global
Centre for Public Service Excellence, based in Singapore. Until July 2013 he was Director of
Governance at the Commonwealth Secretariat, in London. He is a regular contributor on
20th century medallic history to various numismatic magazines in Australia and the UK. His
recent book, Neville Chamberlain and the Art of Appeasement (2013), illuminates the power
of art, the drama of politics, and the origins of World War II, through the commemorative
medals connected with the Munich Conference of 1938.
52 Interesting to note the already much more sympathetic treatment of the young boy in The Rightful Heir,
George Smith’s painting exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1875, when the outcome of Tichborne trial was
still fairly fresh in the mind of the viewing public.
53 For example, the media’s brief interest in the organ grinder who claimed the title of the 7th Earl Poulett in
1903.
54 English popular politics achieved more organised form with the founding in 1877 by Joseph Chamberlain
of the National Liberal Federation.
55 The story has been regularly re-told, including: Atlay, J. 1899. The Tichborne Trial. London; Maugham,
H. 1936. The Tichborne Case. London; MacGregor, G. 1957. The Tichborne Impostor. Philadelphia;
Woodruff, D. 1957. The Tichborne Claimant: A Victorian Mystery. London; Gilbert, M. 1957. The
Claimant. London. See also footnote 4 above. The first novel based on the case, Charles Reade’s The
Wandering Heir appeared in 1875, the year after the Claimant’s conviction. Anthony Trollope’s novels Is
He Popenjoy? and John Caldigate borrowed heavily from the case, as did Brat Farrar (1949) by Elizabeth
Mackintosh and Patrick White’s The Twyborn Affair, of 1976. Mark Twain attended the trial in 1873, and
used it as the plot for The American Claimant of 1892.
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